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Of what followed there are varying accounts. The
Lingayat account is that the king, having wanted to
put out the eyes of two Lingayat devotees, Basava
pronounced a curse upon Kalya^a, and directed one of
his disciples to slay the king ; and that he then fled to
Sangamesvara, and was " absorbed into the Linga"
(i.e. died) there. The Jaina version is that when the
king was returning from a military expedition, and was
encamped on the bank of the Bhiina River, Basava
sent him a poisoned fruit, and then fled to Ulavi, at
the foot of the Western Ghats, where he was besieged
by the king's son, and in despair threw himself into
a well.1
An inscription at Manargoli (eleven miles north-west
of Bagavadi) of the sixth year (1161) of Bijjala, records
a grant to a temple which a Basava had erected there.
It gives his lineage, mentioning his father, Chandiraja,
and mother, Gangambike, as residing at Manargoli. It
speaks of Basava in very high terms as " without an
equal in devotion to Siva," and as the " virtuous father
of the world " who had brought fame to the village.
This seems to refer to the Apostle of Lingayatism ;
but no mention is made of his exaltation to the position
of prime minister.
Myths afterwards gathered round Basava's name,
and later generations regarded him as an incarnation of
Nandi, the vehicle of Siva, and as having worked
numerous and wonderful miracles. AH these things
will be found written in the Basava-t>ur&%a> (1369), the
Mala Basava-rftja-charitre (c. 1500), the Vri$habh$nd>ra
Vifaya (1671), and other works.
To Basava are attributed some prose works exposi-
tory of the Lingayat faith, viz. Shat-sthala~Dachana}
* The Jaina account is found in the JBijjala-rdfa-charitre
(c. 1650); the Lingayat account in the Basava-punlna (1369).
A later Lingayat account, in the Channabccmva-pur&na (1584)
absolves Basava from any part in the king's death; but this
looks like an apologetic afterthought, A source of information
nearer to the time of the occurrences than any of these should
botheTelugu Basava-pur&na of Palkurike Sonia (c. 1195), if it
is extant.